
Case Study  
WHISTLE-STOP SHINDIG 
 
The Bundaberg Region is full 
of incredible old community 
halls dotted around the city 
and surrounds. As part of 
Bundaberg’s Crush Festival in 
October 2018, the Moncrieff 
Entertainment Centre and 
Arts & Cultural Services staff 
curated a mini tour around the 
region to activate some of 
these halls and to ‘shake the 
bushes’ to find new and 
emerging musical talent. 
 
Through an Artist in Residence strategic Regional Arts Development Fund 
project, the venue engaged northern NSW based bluegrass band Watling & 
Bates to be the centerpiece of six events in a week aimed at adding value to 
the community. The main events were three small halls shows in Buxton, 
Goodnight Scrub and Waterloo (all up to an hour from Bundaberg’s city 
centre) with open mic sessions then culminating in a main event at the 
Moncrieff Entertainment Centre with all of the open mic performers getting a 
gig on our main stage with Watling & Bates and another visiting artist Thor 
Phillips. While they were in the region, Watling & Bates also performed a 
matinee performance and one of their Bow & Curtsy events (aged care 
music/dance events) at Palm Lake Care in Bargara. 
 
In addition to Watling & 
Bates, young 18 year old 
Childers-based performer, 
Matthew Munro, was the 
MC for all of the events – a 
first time for him in this role. 
Matthew played a short set, 
followed by Watling & Bates 
then the open mic 
performers. The event was 
ably supported by the 
Moncrieff’s technical trainee 
Jakob Baumgartner. There 
were 2 open mic spots per 
hall – six in all – and we had 
performers from 11 to 55 years old. One young performer at Goodnight Scrub 
had to be coaxed out of the audience to play for the first time ever in front of 
an audience. She had taught herself to play guitar and sing on YouTube and 
in the course of a week she performed in her home town hall and in front of 
100 odd people on the big stage at the Moncrieff Entertainment Centre. 



The project was a 
partnership between the 
three hall committees in 
Buxton, Goodnight 
Scrub and Waterloo, our 
visiting artists and 
Bundaberg Regional 
Council’s Arts & Cultural 
Services team including 
Community Arts Officer, 
Jenny Gilbertson, our 
whole marketing team 
and producer Rod 
Ainsworth. The Whistle-
Stop Shindig was 
supported by the Regional Arts Development Fund, a partnership between the 
Queensland Government and Bundaberg Regional Council to support local 
arts and culture in regional Queensland. 
 
“The development of the younger artists was clearly evident, with many overcoming 
fears and barriers in order to present their work at the Moncrieff finale. The 
community benefits were evident in the hall committees’ eagerness to see the events 
continue, with audiences warmly sharing their gratitude for the events at the end of 
the evenings.” 

- Watling and Bates 

 
https://watlingbates.com/  
http://www.matthewmunromusic.com.au/  
https://www.thorphillips.com/  
 
For further information contact: Moncrieff Entertainment Centre Ph: (07) 4130 4100 
http://www.moncrieff-bundaberg.com.au	
 

 
 
 
 


